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management of government property; theft, waste,
indifference.
The Soviet government is the sole owner of the
country's industries, banks and railroads. It owns the
land and, for practical purposes, the crops thereon. It
is in control of domestic and foreign commerce. The
chief business of the government is the building up of
Russia industrially and technically. The country lives
in an atmosphere of revolution and in the constant
fear of foreign invasion. A state of martial law,
whether so-called or not, exists. Its industrial regime is
one of exacting responsibility and high discipline. The
willful and, in some serious cases, even the accidental
upsetting of a government enterprise or project is held
on a par with the betrayal of an army to the enemy
in war time.
In the light of these conditions the above purely
business or administrative crimes, misdemeanors and
conspiracies assume the character of an offence against
the government order. Embezzlement by an employee
of a government-owned bank becomes embezzlement
plus treason. Mismanagement of a government ma-
chine shop or packing plant becomes mismanagement
plus treason. Theft of property from a government-
owned warehouse becomes theft plus treason. Mis-
management of a government-directed project becomes
sabotage plus treason. The nature of the penalty is
determined by the combined character of the offence
plus the class origin of the offender. The degree of